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The first step to understanding prophecy is to get a sound Biblical basis of what the words that 
Jesus actually meant in the Greek - the language that the New Testament was written in.


1. Jesus’ use of prophesying 

In the New Testament Jesus calls prophesying foretelling the present some time in the 
past:

	 Mark 7:6-7

	 He answered and said to them, "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is 	
	 written:

	 'This people honors Me with their lips,

	 But their heart is far from Me.

	 And in vain they worship Me,

	 Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.'


2. Original language:

A. Prophecy - prophēteia; means to predict the future

B. Prophesy - prophēteuō; to foretell events, divine, speak under inspiration, exercise the 

prophetic office


3. What is prophecy

A. Foretelling - is knowing the future. 


(I) Foresight . See the future like looking in the long distance through a telescope.  A 1

biblical example would be Agabus:

	 	 Acts 11:28

	 	 Then one of them, named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there 		
	 	 was going to be a great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in 	
	 	 the days of Claudius Caesar.


	 A personal example was when I prophesied to the Yolngu people group that God 	
	 was about to pour out revival. It started after three days and is still going 12 years 	
	 later and went right across half a continent.

	 

(II) Oversight - spiritual perspective of where things lies (wide angle view) they see the 	

big picture running churches/organisations. This is more governmental and a Prophet 
would operate in this realm.


	 A personal example would be where I went into a church and tell them that they 		
	 need to prepare themselves by putting in the structure of area pastors and start 		
	 building home groups as God is about to bring revival into their church. They did it 	
	 immediately and two months their church grew from 600 to 900, nearly all new 	 	
	 converts.


(III) Insight  - to know what is driving the future (microscope) driving motivations. I don’t 
move in this arena


(II) Forth-telling - calling the future, bringing to reality. The prophets sending Paul and 
Barnabas may have been moving in this way in Antioch:

	 Acts 21:10-11


And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named Agabus came down from 
Judea. When he had come to us, he took Paul's belt, bound his own hands and 
feet, and said, "Thus says the Holy Spirit, 'So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the 
man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.'"

 


 Credit for Foresight, Oversight, Insight to Kris Vallotton Ministries1
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An example would be of a husband and wife who have not been able to have a 
child and you prophesy it into being.


	 

4. Prophecy must ALWAYS be for: Encouragement, Edification, Comfort


5. Not ALL words of Encouragement, Edification and Comfort is Prophecy. There needs to be 
either Fore-Telling or Forth-Telling to be prophecy.


6. Judgement has no place in NT prophecy.

A. We are in an era of grace


Titus 2:11

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,

Colossians 4:6

Let your speech always be with grace,


B. Therefore prophecy of judgement need to be declared with great wisdom

I was in a revival prophesying over many people when I laid hands on a woman.  
Immediately in the spirit I saw a small boat (dinghy) with holes in it and a shark attacking 
the boat. There was no doubt that the boat would sink and she would be eaten. And the 
word of the Lord was that she would be destroyed and die. I asked God for clarification, 
and He told me she was fornicating. I called the pastor over and told him what the story 
was. He talked to her the following day and asked her if she was in a sexual relationship, 
which she was. She repented and when I returned to the church 6 months later she was in 
a stable relationship with another godly man.
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